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The Celebrity Waiters Luncheon was 
founded in 1984 by Gene Juarez with 
the help of Dick Friel, Michael Malone, 
David Wymann, Jr. (Phil Smart Jr.), 
Brooks Whittle, and Ron Neubauer.  Their 
objective was to create a unique and 
innovative lunchtime auction comprised 
with key business and community leaders. 
Guests are invited to sit at their table and 
are waited on by their Celebrity Waiter 
host. The waiter encourages their table 
guests to bid on auction items, donate 
through raise the paddle and “tip” their 
waiter throughout this fun-filled, themed 
event. This inventive formula has made 
Celebrity Waiters Luncheon one of the 
most successful daytime Seattle auctions 
for over 38 years.

Our Mission

The Celebrity Waiters 
Luncheon Organization 
serves the Puget Sound 
area by raising funds 
annually for a local 

charitable organization in 
the areas of Education, 
Health, Human Services 

and Children/Youth.

About Seattle Celebrity Waiters 
Luncheon



CWL is one of the most successful, 
zaniest, over-the-top luncheon charity 
events in the United States. Its success 

is about the organized chaos, costumes, 
pranks, and a swelling spirit of fun, 

along with an “on vacation” mentality. 
With the combination of incredible 

auction items and loose checkbooks, 
CWL helps to deliver a once-in-a-
lifetime experience for everyone 

involved. Celebrity Waiters Luncheon 
is not just lunch but an all-day affair 

of sharing and giving. The luncheon is 
guaranteed to be “the most fun you’ll 

ever have while raising dollars for a 
charity.” 

From 2013 to 2022, Celebrity Waiters 
Luncheon has raised more than
$4.8 million in support of local 

charities. The money raised from last 
year’s luncheon helped purchase Virtual 

Reality training equipment.

ABOUT CELEBRITY WAITERS LUNCHEON

For information about the beneficiary, visit: 
www.SeattlePoliceFoundation.org 

2023 Event Goal is 
$600,000



 ABOUT 

Find out more about SPF’s vital community work: 
www.SeattlePoliceFoundation.org

SEATTLE

POLICE

FOUNDATION

Seattle Police Foundation is a 501(c)3 focused on supporting the Seattle Police Department to 
build relationships and provide additional funding where needed. They have 3.5 FTEs and 35 
board members who come from diverse leadership backgrounds. 

SPF provides funding for items that fall outside the City budget in the areas of community 
programs, safety equipment, and training.
Some of the grants Seattle Police Foundation has funded in 2022:
• Repairs to Harbor Patrol Boat 4 and updated rescue devices
• Spring/summer protective riding gear for the SPD Motorcycle Unit
• Updated rain gear for the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Unit and K9 Unit
• 4 C’s - Cops, Community, Cutz, and Convos program, which provided free haircuts to 

Seattle’s youth
• Improvements to one of the SWAT vehicles to ensure officer safety
• 2022 Heroes and Helpers (Shop with a Cop) holiday shopping event
• Virtual reality training to help better serve people with trauma, autism, schizophrenia, 

and dementia

 COMMUNITY PROGRAMS – SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS – EMPLOYEE DEVELOPMENT

Seattle Police Activities League (SeaPAL) – provides youth the opportunity to be part of 
programming activities with police officers serving as coaches, mentors, and role models.
Beds for Kids - created by officers, the program has provided over 1,500 beds for kids 
throughout the Seattle area.
Safe Place – encourages businesses and organizations to become part of the solution bringing 
awareness to a rise in hate crimes and directly assist the victims of those crimes.
Internet Crimes Against Children Conference – a weeklong conference where law 
enforcement meet, enhance perspectives, and improve collaboration to continue their mutual 
goal of fighting against child exploitation.
EMT Training and Medical Supplies – provides funding and medical equipment so officers 
can become EMTs, ensuring victims of violence receive critical life-saving care when seconds 
count.



2022 - Home (celebritywaiters.org)

• Information about Seattle Celebrity Waiters
• Luncheon information
• View the board members
• View the Co-chairs
• View the Seattle Police Foundation Team
• View 2023 Celebrity Waiters
• Watch past videos
• View past Luncheon photos
• Read press releases
• Read information about the beneficiary 
• View sponsors
• And much more!

The CWL auction website contains information 
for both waiters and guests to utilize!

Waiters and Guests can employ this site to 
do the following:

CELEBRITY WAITERS LUNCHEON
WEBSITES

The Celebrity Waiters Luncheon (CWL) website contains a wealth of information for both waiters and 
guests to utilize!

2023 Celebrity Waiters Luncheon (ejoinme.org)

• Register for the Luncheon 
• Preview and bid on auction items
• Make a donation
• Luncheon information



CWL is an exclusive, invitation-only event where guests cannot purchase tickets to attend. This is to ensure 
that every attendee is hand-selected to be fun, generous, and enjoy donating as much as participating in 
this wild and wacky charity.

HOW TO BECOME A WAITER

• The Celebrity Waiters Luncheon steering committee and/or captains recruit key 
individuals to be Celebrity Waiters, so you are part of an elite group!

• Demonstrate the power of giving in their own lives
• Inspire philanthropy in others
• Strengthen our community
• Educate your guests about the event, charity, and their expected financial 

contribution
• Make the event a BIG success

EVENT OVERVIEW

AS A CELEBRITY WAITER, YOU 
ARE ASKED TO:

• Invite 10 guests to sit at your table for lunch.  Each guest is expected to spend a minimum of 
$1,000.  If you decide to sit then you will invite 9 guests

• Create and decorate a fun, interactive table within the theme
• Pay a table fee of $1,250, which covers the cost of your guests’ lunch

• NEW for 2023! All first time Waiters’ table fees are waived for their first year!
• Each guest over 10 will be charged an additional $125 per person

• Guests are encouraged to tip their Celebrity Waiters and everyone has a chance to bid on the 
exciting auction items during the event

• Waiters and Guests dress in costume to support their table theme
• Set your own financial goal; i.e. $1,000/table of 10 = $10,000.
• Attend monthly Waiter meetings
• Make personal calls to specific donors to help cultivate relationships and potential sponsors
• Actively participate on the procurement team. We want to procure items that YOUR table guests 

would like to bid on at the luncheon
• Each Waiter’s goal should be to procure at least one live auction lot with a value of $3,000 

Don’t forget about Silent Auction items too
• Try and secure a celebrity to sit at your table
• Identify creative ways to encourage guests to “tip” you
• Keep your guests committed and excited about attending the lucheon



CWL is an exclusive, invitation-only event where guests cannot purchase tickets to attend. This is to ensure 
that every attendee is hand-selected to be fun, generous, and enjoy donating as much as participating in 
this wild and wacky charity.

GETTING STARTED & 
MAKING IT HAPPEN!

Save the Date: The 39th Annual Seattle Celebrity Waiters’ Luncheon - Friday, May 12, 2023

• Commit to being a Celebrity Waiter
• Form a table of 10 guests
• Invite a fun and highly engage table of 10

• Start inviting guests today! Have them mark it on their calendar to ensure their 
attendance

• Send Luncheon invitations to all of your confirmed guests (CWL staff will gladly send 
invitations out for you, once you submit your completed table roster)

• The personal touch - consider sending each confirmed guests a personal note or a 
telephone call about how pleased you are that they will be attending the event

• Educate guests about the Seattle Police Foundation and how every dollar spent at the auction 
goes directly to support the charity, and will make a huge impact on the community

• Send in your table payment to the CWL office by March 31, 2023
• Table theme: Due April 7, 2023 to CWL

• Purchase or procure table centerpieces or items that you can sell to your guests
• Contact CWL for ideas on table decorations and costumes

• Guest List: Fill out your table roster & email to CWL by April 16, 2023
• Work with your guests before the event to create a spending attitude.  Guests should know 

that they are expected to spend a minimum of $1,000 each at the Luncheon
• Educate guests about the Seattle Police Foundation and the exciting auction items up for bid
• Encourage your guests to get in the spirit by dressing to match you table theme
• “Tip Call” - At the end of the Luncheon, guests will be asked to “tip” their Waiter!

• The Waiter who secures the most tips wins!
• Arrive at the event by 8:00am for the table set-up and group Waiter photos
• You are invited to attend the “Post-Waiters Luncheon” after the auction ends at 3:00pm to 

eat, unwind, and share about your day and learn the final auction total

THE DAY OF THE EVENT!

• Ask your guests to arrive at the event at 11:30am
• Have your table theme and costumes prepared
• Decorate table and arranging props and party favors for your table
• Guests reinforcement: Keep all your guests committed to attending & excited about the 

Luncheon
• Most of all, have a wonderful time and help your guests do the same!



WAITER DEADLINES

• Waiter photo: Due February 8, 2023 to 
admin@zspecialevents.com

• Table payment: Due March 31, 2023
• Checks payable to Seattle Celebrity Waiters
• Mail to: 

Suzanne Hight 
7900 SE 28th St
Suite #200
Mercer Island, WA 98040

• Table theme: Due April 7, 2023
• Special requests: Due April 7, 2023
• Guest list & guests email: Due April 16, 2023
• Procurement live lots: Due April 21, 2023



CWL WAITER
MEETINGS
ALWAYS AT 5:30PM

Thursday, December 1, 2022
Fairmont Olympic Hotel - Waiter Kickoff

Thursday, January 12, 2023
Capital Grille - The Wine Room

Wednesday, February 8, 2023
The Big Picture - Issaquah

Thursday, March 9, 2023
Embassy Suites - The Perch

Thursday, April 13, 2023
Fairmont Olympic Hotel - Room TBD

Wednesday, May 10, 2023
Ian & Laura MacNeil’s Home - Final Waiter Meeting

Friday, May 12, 2023
EVENT - Event Day

June 14, 2023
Embassy Suites Downtown Pioneer Square - Awards Party



8:00am
Start decorating your table

11:00am
Waiter Photo

11:30am
Spanish Ballroom

Reception and Silent Auction Begin
Seattle Police Department K9, Mounted Patrol Unit, EMT Unit, and SWAT Unit

12:30pm
Live Auction Program Begins
Auctioneers: David Silverman

Fred Northup Jr.
Seated Luncheon

3:00pm
Event Concludes

Waiter After Party

WAITER PROGRAM



2023 THEME
“LUNCH AT THE MUSEUM”

This year’s theme is a take-off from 
the movie starring Ben Stiller.

Larry (aka Ben Stiller) accepts the job 
of night watchman in the Museum of 
Natural History. Larry soon realizes 
that everything at the museum is not 
as it seems as the statues come to 
life after the sun sets. The Museum 
transforms into complete chaos with 
Larry in charge as he learns that an 
old Egyptian stone that came to the 
Museum in 1950 brings the statues to 
life until dawn. When the old guards 
break into the Museum to try to steal 
the magical stone, Larry organizes the 
historic characters to help stop the 
criminals and save the museum.
 
You will learn more about the movie 
and what other Waiters have selected 
as their characters at the February 
Waiter meeting which will be held at 
The Big Picture in Issaquah.

Rule #1: Have fun!
Rule #2: Refer to rule #1

• Dress in your theme & decorate your table 
in your theme

• Costumes and table decorations are great 
because they help your guests to relax and 
add to the energy and excitement for the 
day

How to be part of the theme!



SPECIAL 
REQUESTS

1. What is your Waiter theme?
2. How many guests will you have attend?
3. What table size do you need?

a. Unless otherwise noted, all tables will be 72” rounds, which fit 10 people
b. If you want 2 tables of 5 for instance or one long table for 20 (2 tables of 10) please 
be specific

4. What linens will you be using?
a. Provided by the Fairmont: White linens
b. If you are bringing your own tablecloths, napkins, etc. please let us know
c. Let us know if you need assistance in ordering anything

5. Are you bringing any special food to be served?
a. In the past, some Waiters brought their own special treat - i.e. Tom Douglas coconut 
pies or mochi donuts and sold them at their table. Full outside meals are a no-no - i.e. 
steak meal from a restaurant

6. Will you be bringing a specialty cocktail to sell to guests? If so, what?
a. Reminder: outside drinks can ONLY be served in the Spanish Ballroom

7. Are you building anything at your table or have a larger object around your table, or on 
your table?

a. If yes, what?
8. If you need a specific location in the Ballroom i.e. against a wall, please let us know
9. Do you need an extra table? If so, what size?

a. Some Waiters in the past have an extra table for a specialty bar or items they sell
10. What are you doing for centerpieces?
11. Will you be “selling” anything?

a. If yes, what? Some Waiters in the past sold jewelry
12. What is your personal dollar amount raised goal?
13. If you are planning on doing anything extra please email us, so we know - i.e. raffle sales 

to win a special item
14. Need help with rentals or ordering something special? Let us know and we can assist you!

Email to: admin@ZSpecialEvents.com

DUE

APRIL 7, 2023



Goals: 
Procure a minimum of one Live auction lot valued at $3,000 or more

To ensure the auction is a success, it requires 15 unique, exciting, and exclusive live items.  It 
is the responsibility of each waiter to help solicit and confirm items on the group-generated 
procurement list by agreeing to procure a minimum of one live lot valued at $3,000 or above.

Procure a minimum of five Silent Auction lots valued at $75 or more

We would like to have a variety of Silent Auction lots, in addition to wine to enable more 
bidding and for guests to be able to take home something from the Luncheon. 

All we require of our Waiters is that they “GET THE YES!”

CWL staff will send out procurement forms and/or letters on your behalf and follow up with 
donors to ensure accurate item descriptions. CWL staff will also arrange item pickup and 
delivery for any physical items you might procure. 

Key categories of items to focus your procurement efforts on:

1. Travel Packages
2. Unique Experiences
3. Signature Dinner Parties
4. Silent auction items (in additon to wine lots)
5. Waiters also procure small items to be auctioned off at their tables to help generate 

additional dollars

Examples: 
• Speciality drinks or food
• Table decorations (wine, flowers, hats, etc.)
• Centerpieces
• Jewelry

PROCUREMENT!!!



GAMES

1. Citation Game: You will have the option to opt-in or opt-out of the CWL Citation 
Donation Game.

a. Opt-in: 100% of the donations go towards SPD Community Outreach Programs such 
as Beds for Kids, SeaPAL, and more!

1. Option Opt-in 1 = Exemption sticker for $100.  This is a 100% donation to SPF.  
You will also be given a blue PNC Bank lanyard.
2. Option Opt-in 2 = “I want to be cited!” with an orange PNC Bank lanyard.

a. Waiters can give you a citation up to $25 throughout the Luncheon. Citation 
are 100% donation to SPF.
b. The guest who receives the most citations will receive a unique SPD 
momento!

b. Opt-out: Since there are so many ways to donate, you may “opt-out” at 
registration and you will be given a blue PNC Bank lanyard.

2. Celebrity Squares: 
a. Everyone starts with a Celebrity Waiter table theme bingo card.  During the 
reception, you can buy a sticker from each Waiter table for $10, which gives you one 
entry ticket to the raffle.  Collect all Waiter table stickers for multiple raffle entries!
b. As you visit tables check out the offerings each waiter has i.e. martinis for $10 or 
jewelry for sale at another table.

• Rally your guests to bid high... and often!

• Tip calls - We will do two “tip calls” during 
the luncheon.

• Encourage your guests to “tip” you by 
having them purhase a fork or knife, wine 
glass, or other creative ways to get them 
to “tip” you for all your hard work.  The 
committee has many ideas!

GUEST 
“TIPS”



WAITER AWARDS

AWARDS

1.  Top Table:
a. Waiters who earn the most “tips”, most auction items secured and 
donations by their guests, and highest total value spent by guests will be 
awarded the greatest CWL award, The Silver Spoon Award - so it pays to 
have big bidders at your table!

2.  Top Procurer:
a. A prize goes to the person who procures the most items.
b. The Waiter who procured the highest total value of items wins.

3.  Top in “Tips”:
a.The Waiter who collects the most “tips” wins a prize.

The Waiters’ awards will be presented at the awards party in June. 

Waiters’ Competition

You are competing with your fellow Waiters during the Luncheon for the 
most money raised by your table.

Here are two ways you can win:
1.  Most “tips” generated from your guests

2. Most proceeds from the live auction



CONTACT
INFORMATION

Celebrity Waiters Luncheon
7900 SE 28th Street 
Suite #200
Mercer Island, WA 98040

Suzanne Hight, Event Manager
Email: Suzanne.Celebrity.Waiters@gmail.com

www.CelebrityWaiters.com


