
The 38th annual 
Celebrity Waiters Luncheon

raised over $412,000
which will help support the Seattle Police Department 
by building community relationships and funding law 

enforcement enhancements that fall outside the 
City budget in the areas of community programs, 

safety equipment, and training.

        As guests arrived at the Fairmont Hotel, they were greeted by SPD’s “Dog 
and Pony Show at the main entrance where guests could donate to essential items such 
as the Beds for Kids and the EMT Unit. When it was time to head to lunch, the SPD’s Swat 
Team was on hand to bring the Social Hour to a close and escort the CWL guests and 
waiters to the Fairmont’s Spanish Ballroom. They entered the ballroom with the idea of 
raising some $ignificant dollars for the Seattle Police Foundation; the guests filled the 
room with bursting blue excitement as they table hopped in the Spanish Ballroom.
        Each Celebrity Waiter table was enthusiastic and dressed with the usual zany 
shenanigans to the stratosphere. The crowd saw some of Seattle’s most iconic waiters 
pull out all the stops and some new faces (we could see who they were without those 
blue masks)! The luncheon was kicked off by “The Blue Oyster Cult and Bob Tomberg’s 
infamous cowbell ringing! The 2.5-laugh me a blue river also included some fantastic 
         dishes (Suzanne declared no blue food...okay, some blue-berries 
         made it onto the dessert plate) by the Fairmont Hotel and 
         wines by Va Piano and Dunham Cellars - delicious!  
                 This year’s table themes gave us some of our 
         bluest moments, such as Seattle’s Blue Wheel 
         Blue Bloods, Blue Hawaii, Babe The Big Blue Ox, 
         Blue Glass, Blues Brothers, along with Under 
         The Sea, and the good ole Team in Blue! It was 
         a great day to celebrate all things blue.
              Lynne Houserman is a 20-year veteran of the 
        telecommunications and public safety industry and Chair of 
the Seattle Police Foundation. At the luncheon, Lynn shared a story about her sister, 
Holly, and the need for better training devices for first responders, such as Axon’s virtual reality-based community 
engagement training device. Axon’s VR Simulator will provide immersive virtual reality content to help officers and first responders 
develop critical thinking, de-escalation, and tactical skills. Officers and first responders frequently encounter individuals in crisis. If they had 
been equipped with this device, it might have saved her sister’s life from suicide. 
        Axon built training scenarios for Domestic Violence, Autism, Schizophrenia, English as a second language, Deafness, and Suicide. SPD is 
working with experts to accurately and virtually place officers in the shoes of a domestic violence victim, an autistic teenager, someone in a 
mental health crisis, or with a disability. The program spotlights the sights, sounds, and thoughts these individuals are experiencing in response 
to an officer and the outward behaviors they may exhibit. This cutting-edge training promotes de-escalation and mental crisis awareness and 
describes the VR as an empathy machine. Like medical students, this technology will build the empathy “muscle” memory officers need to 
recognize the signs of those experiencing these conditions and respond sensitively and appropriately. 
       The star of the day was “Retired Seattle Police Chief” Carmen Best! She worked for 28 years at SPD, beginning as an entry-level patrol officer and later becoming the first 
African American woman Chief of Police, managing approximately 2000 sworn and civilian employees before retiring in 2020. Best has received numerous awards for her contri-
butions to community engagement, public safety, gender equity, and diversity and inclusion. 
        During the Luncheon, Carmen was moved by her honoree video and took to the stage, giving a heartfelt speech, and graciously accepted the 2022 Community Service Award 
from Ian MacNeil and Billy O’Neill. Carmen was presented with a one-of-a-kind glass piece reimagined by Artist Piper O’Neill for all of her dedication and hard work in making 
Seattle a better place for all. The “Evil Eye” hand-blown artwork was created exclusively for the Celebrity Waiters Luncheon in honor of Carmen Best. This piece’s history dates back 
to classical Greek antiquity, during the 6th century BC, when it appeared on Chalcidian drinking vessels, known as ‘eye-cups,’ as a type of apotropaic magic.

An Afternoon Filled with Celebrating 
and Giving Rang in Some 

 
Nothing But Blue All The Way.

Pretty BIG BLUE $upport
  for the Seattle Police Foundation!

2022 Seattle Celebrity Waiters



          Our 2022 Az U R Blu fundraiser began with a big celebration to be back in person! The enthusiasm started with the SPD Dog and Pony  
          Show at the hotel entrance. All funds raised at our May 13 luncheon will help make a difference for many in our community and the Seattle Police 
           Foundation’s efforts through the “Virtual Reality Training Program.”
                                     The CWL shenanigans started in the Spanish Ballroom Foyer with guests dressed in creative-themed costumes dripping in shades of blue. 
                 Guests had opportunities to purchase a Teddy Bear for $50 with one donated to a local child, donate $250 for the “Beds for Kids” program that gives    
                                  children a bed who don’t have one, or donate $25 to support the EMT unit. Our puppy lovers could visit the PNC Bank photo booth to take a photo 
with Seattle Police Department’s K9 Jazzy. Once it was time for the lunch and auction to start, we had a full-on SPD SWAT Team escort us to the Spanish Ballroom, 
and what a feast for the eyes because every Celebrity Waiter brought out their best blue décor! 
     Many guests were spotted getting in the giving spirit by sampling wines, sipping Glass Vodka drinks, and snacking on egg rolls and donuts, not to mention the 
delicious meal prepared by the Fairmont Hotel chef team while guests bid for their favorite live auction items.
     The most compelling moment of the day was Lynne’s story about her sister, Holly, and how her life was cut short by suicide. The story resonated with everyone 
and inspired the whole ballroom to raise their paddles so they could help SPD better assess and assist individuals who are experiencing Domestic Violence, 
 Autism, Schizophrenia, English as a second language, Deafness, and Suicide. It led us to raise over $412,000 for the VR program!
         It was an extraordinary opportunity to honor Carmen Best, who has been an advocate for a more inclusive and safer Seattle. She was recognized for 
        her 28 years of dedicated service to Seattle’s citizens and fellow officers. Her honoree video showcased so many stories of the numerous lives Carmen 
           has touched throughout her life. Ian MacNeil and Billy O’Neill’s presentation of her award was a fitting and touching tribute to everything Carmen 
                has done for Seattle.
         Please join us in congratulating our outstanding waiter team for a fantastic job. The waiters provided auction items, decked the halls 
                          blue, and filled the room with a generous and spirited group of guests!

   

                 Cheers Waiters!   
    Sam Baker



Az U R Blu to All!

And the winner for the waiter with the most Citations goes to none other than the onlyman in the orange jumpsuit, Ian MacNeil.

Tops in Tips – Laura Larson
Best Décor – John & Kathy Hlebica “The Blue 

Bloods” and Mark Pinkowski “The Blues Brothers” 

The Silver Spoon Award - Gary McLean and 
Marie Durflinger 

The Fairmont Award  - Stephanie and Aaron 
Kornblum “Under the Sea”

Additional awards 
from the day include...



Az U R Blu to All!



Dunham Cellars
Fairmont Olympic Hotel

Talking Rain
Va Piano Vineyards

THANK YOU
Title Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

In-Kind Sponsors
Dunham Cellars

Fairmont Olympic Hotel
Talking Rain

Va Piano Vineyards

THANK YOU
Title Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

In-Kind Sponsors

BENEFICIARY

  Seattle Police Foundation (SPF) is focused on supporting 
the Seattle Police Department by building community relationships and 
funding law enforcement enhancements that fall outside the city budget 
in the areas of community programs, safety equipment, and training. They 
have a dedicated team of 2.5 FTEs and 33 board members who come from 
diverse leadership backgrounds. 2022 is their 20TH anniversary.

Ongoing support of SPD’s Community Programs, 
including:

• Seattle Police Activities League (SeaPAL) – provides youth the 
opportunity to be part of programming activities with police 
officers serving as coaches, mentors, and role models.
• Beds for Kids - created by officers, the program has provided 
over 1,500 beds for kids throughout the Seattle area.
• Safe Place – encourages businesses and organizations to become 
part of the solution bringing awareness to a rise in hate crimes and 
directly assist the victims of those crimes. Internet Crimes Against 
Children
• Internet Crimes Against Children Conference – a weeklong 
conference where law enforcement learn, enhance perspectives, 
and improve collaboration to continue their mutual goal of ending 
online child exploitation.

To learn more about the SPF’s vital community work: Visit the 
SPF website at www.seattlepolicefoundation.org

Please join together in giving thanks to those outrageous Celebrity Waiters! 
Their effort to raise monies for the Seattle Police Foundation and their team 
was phenomenal; we couldn’t have done it without them!

Hip Hip Blueray to all the Waiters!

Sam Baker & Beth Nagy
Spencer Hawes
Bob & Christy Hentges
John & Kathy Hlebica
Stephanie & Aaron Kornblum
Laura Larson
Ian & Laura MacNeil
Gary McLean & Marie Durflinger
Khue Dang, Sonny Pham & Jennifer Wen
Mark Pinkowski


